Ag/Hort Scholarship – Contemporary Issues:
Food Safety
The issue:
There are two principles of food safety:
1. To protect consumers by regulating food produced and consumed in New Zealand.
2. To maintain the integrity of official assurances provided to countries we export to.

New Zealand’s economy, reputation, exports and trade agreements are dependent on the quality, and the reliability of the quality, of our products.

Products affected:

Issues with food safety are likely to be significant for many of our primary products, particularly the edible ones but even those that are worn eg wool products.
Regulations and safety criteria dictate such things as:
· use of pesticides, insecticides, vaccines and drenches
· withholding periods
· pest and disease inspection

Web links and articles:

http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/
http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/animalproducts/index.htm
http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/publications/media-releases/2009/2009-04-06-farmer-fined-for-supplying-contaminated-calf.htm
http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/policy-law/codex/index.htm
http://www.nzfsa.govt.nz/policy-law/publications/export-domstd.htm
http://www.foodproductiondaily.com/Quality-Safety/EU-New-Zealand-agree-food-safety-deal
http://www.worldfoodscience.org/cms/?pid=1000985

http://www.asurequality.com/  (this one will be good for other issues as well)


